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Abstract

During the speech of Ayatollah Khamenei on April 4, 2023, a new concept
called "Political Haram" was introduced and developed within the Iranian
intellectual literature. This research seeks to understand the meaning of this
concept, its connection to the societal context, and the speaker's intent in the
social application of this linguistic strategy. The research question is: What
is the concept of Political Haram, and what is the context and background
that led to the creation of this concept? Using a critical approach and
providing evidence and examples, this study aims to prove the assumption
that Political Haram, in the thought of Ayatollah Khamenei, is defined
based on Islamic principles, Sharia objectives, and national interests. It
serves as an ethical and legal mechanism to expand and strengthen a
monotheistic society and facilitate the implementation of Sharia within
society. The research approach is based on Fairclough's Critical Discourse
Analysis (CDA) and is summarized in three stages: the descriptive stage, the
discursive practice stage, and the social practice stage. The results indicate
that Political Haram, in Ayatollah Khamenei's thought, is a critical
discourse that is meaningfully connected to other discourses such as
political Islam, jurisprudential Islam, and republicanism. It is associated
with signifiers such as a monotheistic society, enjoining good and
forbidding evil, freedom, security, national interests, and national identity.
Furthermore, this conceptualization is used to address internal and external
challenges and threats.

Keywords: Political Haram, Ayatollah Khamenei, Fairclough's Critical
Discourse Analysis, Sharia Objectives.
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