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Abstract

This study seeks to elucidate the concept of justice within the intellectual
worldview of Ayatollah Khamenei using qualitative content analysis. More
precisely, we began by qualitatively coding meaningful units (derived from
his statements from the 1980s to the present). Subsequently, approximately
400 codes were interpreted and categorized into 17 themes. Finally, the
derived themes were analyzed and interpreted collectively, leading to the
identification of a central theme: "Continuous and persistent progress
toward Islamic justice as the primary criterion and hallmark of an Islamic
society" in Ayatollah Khamenei's conception of justice. In other words,
considering Avyatollah Khamenei's view that justice is never fully or
absolutely realized and its achievement is relative, values such as true
freedom, rationality, spirituality, and others play a significant role in
defining justice. However, because these values are constrained by justice,
they cannot be considered the primary criterion for a society's Islamic
character. Therefore, the overarching theme of justice in Ayatollah
Khamenei's thought can be formulated as follows: the primary indicator of
an Islamic society is the extent of its movement toward justice.

Keywords: Ayatollah Khamenei, Concept of Justice, Qualitative Content
Analysis, Theme, Category.
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