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Abstract
Civilization represents the actualization and materialization of the potential values
inherent in a school of thought. The emergence of a civilization stems from its
approach to human development and societal construction. The central question is
whether the monotheistic discourse that has emerged in the post-Islamic Revolution
era can activate the cognitive, ethical, and practical capacities of an individual on
the scale of an ummah-civilization. An individual nurtured on the scale of an
ummah-civilization possesses the transformative power to effect change within
their surroundings and achieve cultural, social, and civilizational authority. The
significance of an educational perspective lies in its ability to reform not only an
individual but also an entire society. This article seeks to present the theory of
existential education through coherent propositions and to explore its relationship
with the process of civilization-building. From this perspective, existential
education is characterized by the following features: Firstly, it emphasizes the
divine and existential aspects of the universe and humanity, viewing the "world" as
"creation™ and "humanity" as the "caliph” of God. Secondly, it considers conceptual
and semantic transitions merely preparatory, as stopping at this stage is
meaningless. Instead, it focuses on the intuitive and heartfelt understanding of
humans, moving beyond mere mental processing to achieve unity, realization, and
maturity toward existential reality and perfection. Thirdly, the goal of existential
education is to achieve resemblance, harmony, and existential alighment with the
source of existence and knowledge. Thus, individuals recognize God and His
perfections as the existential foundation of their being and find stability in this
realization. Fourthly, the process of existential education is one of refinement,
participation, and context-based nurturing. Through physical and spiritual exercises
in devotional practices, ethical vigilance, and the pursuit of self-awareness, it leads
to the intensification of the innate light of human nature and the purification of
existential dispositions from material and moral constraints.
Keywords: Existential education, the educational school of Najaf, the
educational school of Tehran, Innate dispositon, Matter, self-
knowledge, Allame Tabatabai, Imam Khomeini.
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