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Abstract

According to Ayatollah Khamenei, gender equality is not valid in all cases, whereas
gender justice is universally valid. Accordingly, the central question of this article
is: what are the reasons for the superiority and preference of gender justice over
gender equality? Using a critical analytical approach and referring to textual
documents, this paper examines gender equality and gender justice. The findings
reveal that in international documents and English-language sources, the central
concept of interpreting gender justice is “equality,” around which various strategies
have been formulated. However, in Islamic thought, and even in the views of many
Western theorists, justice is not interpreted as absolute equality, and these strategies
stem from a paradigmatic confrontation between Islamic and feminist beliefs. Only
some of these strategies are formally acceptable. In Islamic thought, the valid
meaning of gender justice is: “placing everything in its proper position in relations
between men and women, and in the laws, processes, and structures related to
them.” In this definition, the focus of justice is men and women—not various
gender identities—and justice entails placing everything in its rightful place to
secure the greatest possible benefits and avert harm, not necessarily to achieve
absolute equality. Accordingly, relying on contemporary jurisprudential reasoning
(ijtihad), implementing legal and structural reforms, promoting cultural reforms,
ensuring political and social meritocracy, strengthening family-centeredness, and
paying attention to perceptions of gender justice are among the key strategies for
realizing gender justice.

Keywords: Gender Justice, Gender Equality, Ayatollah Khamenei, Women’s
Issues.
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