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Abstract

This research, inspired by the pivotal role of national security in the survival of
nations, aims to present the thoughts of Ayatollah Khamenei regarding the national
security of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the form of a model. The present study,
in terms of utility and purpose, is an applied research; in terms of approach, it is
qualitative based on the hermeneutic paradigm; and in terms of nature and type, it is
exploratory. The research method is "Grounded Theory," through which the essence
of Ayatollah Khamenei’s insights on national security has been extracted,
conceptualized, categorized, and then modeled in a purposeful and systematic
manner. The research population consists of Ayatollah Khamenei’s statements in
the software “Hadith-e¢ Velayat” from 1989 to 2023. In this regard, in the first stage,
580 statements were extracted in the form of 245 concepts. In the second stage, 9
main categories (security domain, security preparedness, elements of national
security, security issues, national security environment, national security model,
responsibility of national security, national security strategies, and the necessity of
national security) were classified and identified. In the third stage, a systematic
model of Ayatollah Khamenei’s thoughts in the field of national security was drawn
and presented to formulate doctrines and military strategies for Iran, aiming to
create more effective security deterrence.

Keywords: Ayatollah Khamenei, National Security, Systematic Model, Grounded
Theory.
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