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Abstract

While the Islamic Republic of Iran has criticized the structure of the international
system and opposed the hegemonic order since the victory of the Islamic
Revolution, many states, both within and beyond the Muslim world, once
considered the end of the American era inconceivable. Over the past decade,
however, this discourse has shifted significantly, and debates about U.S. decline
have become prominent both within the United States and internationally. This
article addresses the following questions: What is Iran’s approach to a post-
American world order, and what measures must be taken to achieve it? Using a
descriptive-analytical approach, this study argues that Iran seeks a non-American
global order and pursues strategic cooperation with major powers such as China and
Russia to realize this vision. The findings show that Iran is compelled to engage in
tactical cooperation and strategic partnerships with emerging powers and key actors
like China and Russia to bring about the end of the American era. However, Iran
must also develop its own distinct plans for the post-American order. One of these
plans is the transition from the current interest-based global order to an identity-
based order, and ultimately, to a justice-based order.

Keywords: Post-American era, U.S. decline, Iran, global order, international
system.
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