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Abstract

The victory of the Islamic Revolution, as well as the neutralization of counter-revolutionary
instigations and hostile activities during the early years of the establishment of the Islamic
Republic—events such as the activities of separatist groups, a military coup attempt, and
Iragi invasion of Iran—were products of the mobilization of social capital formed during the
1970s and 1980s .The importance of recourse to social capital derived from Iranian—Islamic
capacities in resolving crises of contemporary era, particularly after the victory of the Islamic
Revolution, gradually assumed a central place in Ayatollah Khamenei’s conception of
governance and the New Islamic Civilization. In this manner, the thought of the Islamic
Revolution was completed and updated through its integration with Islamic governance and
civilizational theory .Centered upon the question of what position social capital occupies in
the realization of Islamic governance and the New Islamic Civilization, this article seeks to
demonstrate the hypothesis that the attainment of Islamic governance and the New Islamic
Civilization is not possible—within Ayatollah Khamenei’s political thought—without the
support and backing of social capital. Therefore, the condition for the realization of Islamic
governance and, consequently, the formation of the New Islamic Civilization is the full and
comprehensive utilization of social capital capacities>. The findings of the research, obtained
through thematic analysis, indicate that the realization of Islamic governance and civilization
in Ayatollah Khamenei’s thought requires two fundamental principles (as overarching
themes) that derive their meaning in relation to social capital. First, people-centeredness,
which demonstrates that the formation of Islamic civilization is impossible without the will
and assistance of the people. Second, Islam and revolutionary values constitute the most
important social capital of Iranians for achieving the New Islamic Civilization and, in this
respect, must be regarded as a guiding roadmap.

Keywords: Ayatollah Khamenei; Social capital; Islamic Revolution; Governance; New
Islamic Civilization.
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