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Abstract
Futures studies of the Islamic Revolution, without benefiting from normative scenarios
grounded in Qur’anic teachings, cannot properly delineate the path toward attaining the New
Islamic Civilization and its lofty ideals. Most existing studies have either been %imited to
secular Western methods or, through broad theoretical generalizations, have been unable to
rovide practical solutions for overcoming the tangible challenges of the present situation.
he present study was conducted with the aim of formulating deliberative scenarios based on
the Qur’anic thought of Ayatollah Khamenei and in response to the question of how, b
using normative scenario-building, one can move beyond the current state—which is
accompanied by challenges such as the weakening of revolutionary values, the enemy’s
cultural and pofi,tical infiltration, internal and external discord, economic and administrative
injustice, declining popular participation, and incomplete institutional effectiveness—and
reach the desired future of the New Islamic Civilization and the groundwork for the
reappearance of Imam Mahdi gAJ). The theoretical framework of this research is based on
the fundamental concepts of futures studies, including possible, probable, and desirable
futures, systemic thinking about alternative futures, and normative scenario-building as a
form of future engineering. Using an analytical-descriptive method in the explanatory
sections and normative scenario-building in the depiction of the future, this study has
designed four deliberative scenarios: the strengthening scenario of the system (preservin
Islamic rule), the scenario of collective responsibility (popular participation), the scenario o
initiative in conditions of necessity (Atash be Ekhtiyar), and the scenario of cohesion-
building (national and Islamic unity). The research outcome provides an operational and
indigenous framework for organizing the future of the Islamic Revolution, which, unlike
secular Western approaches, emphasizes human agency, collective will, shared
responsibility, and divine guidance, and presents the aforementioned scenarios as enabling
tools for transforming threats into opportunities. This approach can provide a roadmap for
governmental institutions and revolutionary forces toward realizing the New Islamic
Civilization and achieving a desirable and favorable future.

Keywords: Futures Studies; Qur’anic Teachings; Islamic Revolution; Scenario-
Building; Ayatollah Khamenei.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Islamic Revolution, as a unique phenomenon in contemporary history, has
always been closely associated with its transcendent ideals, including the realization
of the New Islamic Civilization and the preparation of the ground for the
reappearance of Imam al-Mahdi (may God hasten his reappearance). More than four
decades after the establishment of the Islamic Revolution, the need for futures studies
and the delineation of pathways toward the realization of these ideals has become
increasingly evident.

On the one hand, the Islamic system faces various challenges, including the
weakening of revolutionary values across generations, the cultural and political
influence of adversaries, internal and external divisiveness, economic and
administrative injustice, declining public participation, and the inadequate
performance of institutions. On the other hand, most existing studies on the future of
the Islamic Revolution have either remained confined to secular Western methods—
which are incompatible with the religious and value-based nature of the Islamic
system—or have been limited to broad theoretical generalizations and, consequently,
have failed to provide practical solutions for overcoming the tangible challenges of
the current situation.

This theoretical and practical gap highlights the necessity of developing normative
scenarios grounded in revealed sources and informed by the Qur’anic thought of
religious leaders. In this context, Ayatollah Khamenei, through his profound Qur’anic
and future-oriented perspective, has presented a value-based framework for moving
beyond the current situation and attaining a desirable future. This framework can
serve as an effective roadmap for governing institutions and revolutionary forces.
From his perspective, futures studies are understood not merely as an instrument for
predicting future developments but as a normative field of knowledge concerned with
constructing the future on the basis of collective agency, public responsibility, and
divine guidance.

Research Questions

The present study seeks to answer the following principal question:

How can normative scenario planning based on Qur’anic teachings and Ayatollah
Khamenei’s thought facilitate the transition from the current state of the Islamic
Revolution to its desirable future—namely, the realization of the New Islamic
Civilization and the preparation of the ground for the reappearance of Imam al-Mahdi
(may God hasten his reappearance)?

This principal question may be divided into three subsidiary questions:

1. What is the position of normative futures studies within Ayatollah
Khamenei’s intellectual system, and what characteristics distinguish this
approach from secular perspectives?

2. Which teachings of the Holy Qur’an and the Prophetic tradition can serve
as epistemological foundations for formulating prescriptive scenarios?

3. How can the scenarios of Tawalli and Tabarri—allegiance to the righteous
and dissociation from the enemies of truth—and enjoining what is right and
forbidding what is wrong function as practical strategies for addressing the
tangible challenges of the present situation and facilitating the realization of
the New Islamic Civilization?



Methodology

The present study adopted a combined approach, employing both descriptive-
analytical research and normative scenario planning. In explaining the theoretical
foundations and conceptual framework, the descriptive-analytical method was used
to examine the fundamental concepts of futures studies, clarify the position of
normative scenario planning, and extract key components from Ayatollah
Khamenei’s statements and thought.

The research data were collected through library research and by consulting
authoritative Qur’anic and hadith sources, scholarly works on futures studies, and
collections of Ayatollah Khamenei’s speeches and written works. In the scenario-
planning section, two prescriptive scenarios—Tawalli and Tabarri, and enjoining
what is right and forbidding what is wrong—were designed and formulated on the
basis of Qur’anic verses, Islamic traditions, and a content analysis of Ayatollah
Khamenei’s statements.

Unlike exploratory scenarios, which seek to identify possible futures on the basis of
existing trends and uncertainties, normative scenarios aim to construct a desirable
future in accordance with the values and ideals of a particular intellectual system.
Accordingly, the two scenarios were selected because, within Ayatollah Khamenei’s
intellectual system, Tawalli and Tabarri function as mechanisms of identity
protection and adversary recognition, while enjoining what is right and forbidding
what is wrong serve as mechanisms of public oversight and social deterrence. Both
play a pivotal role in preserving and strengthening the Islamic system and preparing
the ground for the New Islamic Civilization.

The research process was organized in several stages. First, the challenges of the
current situation were identified on the basis of previous studies and Ayatollah
Khamenei’s statements. Second, the characteristics of the desirable future were
determined with reference to Qur’anic verses and Islamic traditions. Finally, the two
scenarios were extracted and formulated by taking current trends and objective
conditions into consideration.

Results and Findings

The findings demonstrate that futures studies within Ayatollah Khamenei’s
intellectual system do not constitute merely a descriptive instrument for predicting
events. Rather, they represent a normative body of knowledge concerned with
constructing the future on the basis of Islamic values, collective agency, and divine
promises. From this perspective, two central prescriptive scenarios, supported by
firmly established Qur’anic and hadith foundations, can be designed and
implemented.

1. The Scenario of Tawalli and Tabarri

The first scenario is that of Tawalli and Tabarri, meaning allegiance to the righteous
and dissociation from the enemies of truth. Grounded in Qur’anic verses concerning
Wilayah and disavowal—such as those contained in Surahs al-Mumtahanah and al-
Tawbah—as well as numerous Islamic traditions, this scenario pursues three
fundamental objectives.

The first objective is to safeguard religion and preserve the dignity of society. In this
respect, maintaining clear boundaries with adversaries and dissociating from
disbelievers and polytheists prevent them from dominating Muslims and thereby
safeguard the dignity, independence, and authority of the Islamic system.

The second objective is to promote solidarity and cohesion within the Muslim
community. The mutual allegiance of believers and their dissociation from
adversaries strengthen the internal unity and cohesion of Islamic society and protect
it against divisive efforts.



The third objective is adversary recognition, which entails accurately identifying and
categorizing adversaries and establishing clear boundaries and red lines in relations
with them. In Ayatollah Khamenei’s thought, this scenario is articulated through the
concepts of “the Great Jihad” and refraining from placing trust in adversaries. Its
practical manifestation can be observed in the Islamic Republic of Iran’s dignity-
centered policies in the international sphere.

2. The Scenario of Enjoining What Is Right and Forbidding What Is Wrong
The second scenario is that of enjoining what is right and forbidding what is wrong.
This scenario performs its functions through four principal mechanisms.

The first mechanism is protecting society from moral and social harm. It is based on
two key considerations: preventing society from becoming desensitized or indifferent
toward wrongdoing and ensuring that wrongdoing continues to be recognized as
wrong, thereby preventing the normalization of sin and misconduct.

The second mechanism is the creation, preservation, and expansion of values.
Through public supervision and participation, this principle institutionalizes divine
values such as justice, fairness, and fraternity in society.

The third mechanism is the prevention of deviation and corruption. In this respect,
the obligation to enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong functions like a
powerful current that removes social contamination, corruption, and abnormality
from society.

The fourth mechanism is the management of social harms. By fostering public
sensitivity toward wrongdoing and preventing the normalization of corruption, this
principle directs society toward the realization of the “good life” (hayat tayyibah).
In Ayatollah Khamenei’s statements, enjoining what is right and forbidding what is
wrong is presented as one of the most important, superior, and consequential Islamic
obligations. The abandonment of this obligation is likewise regarded as a principal
factor contributing to the decline and destruction of Muslim societies throughout
history.

Conclusion

The principal contribution of the present study is its demonstration that the two
prescriptive scenarios of Tawalli and Tabarri and enjoining what is right and
forbidding what is wrong are not merely abstract or general propositions. Rather, they
constitute concrete and operational strategies, each of which corresponds to particular
challenges within the current situation and delineates a pathway for overcoming
obstacles to the realization of the New Islamic Civilization.

By emphasizing the protection of identity boundaries, adversary recognition, and
solidarity within the Muslim community, the scenario of Tawalli and Tabarri
responds to the challenges of adversarial influence, divisiveness, and the weakening
of national dignity. In contrast, through its protective, value-generating, preventive,
and harm-management functions, the scenario of enjoining what is right and
forbidding what is wrong provides a practical strategy for confronting injustice,
declining public participation, and the weakening of revolutionary values.

Unlike secular approaches to futures studies, which may regard the future primarily
as the product of impersonal social forces, these scenarios emphasize human agency,
collective will, public responsibility, and divine guidance. They therefore
conceptualize the future not as a predetermined condition to be passively anticipated
but as an arena to be actively shaped through conscious, value-oriented, and
responsible collective action.

Overall, normative futures studies grounded in Qur’anic teachings and Ayatollah
Khamenei’s thought provide an effective framework for transforming threats into
opportunities and guiding society toward a desirable and commendable future. Such
an approach integrates revealed teachings, collective agency, social responsibility,



and strategic planning within a coherent framework for the future of the Islamic
Revolution.

Future studies should examine the feasibility and practical realization of these two
scenarios, the interaction between them, the development of indicators for monitoring
progress, and the means through which these two religious obligations can be
institutionalized within the country’s governmental and cultural structures. Such
inquiries could contribute to making the horizon of the New Islamic Civilization
increasingly attainable.

Keywords: Prescriptive Scenarios; Islamic Revolution; New Islamic Civilization;
Tawalli and Tabarri; Enjoining What Is Right and Forbidding What Is Wrong;
Qur’anic Thought; Ayatollah Khamenei.
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