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Abstract

The third imposed war by the United States of America and the Zionist regime,
which manifested itself in the form of a combined offensive accompanied by a
media battle against the Islamic Revolution, demonstrated that the “street” can
function beyond a mere physical place or a scene of protest, as a field of collective
action and a structural basis for the production and representation of social and
national power. Accordingly, the present study aims to examine the place of the
“street” in the context of the third imposed war, explain how it is represented in
Iran’s media discourse, and identify the mechanisms that have transformed it into
an institution of social power. This study was conducted with a qualitative approach
and a thematic analysis method based on 24 media notes and reports published by
news agencies and information platforms active in Iran. The findings show that the
street has gone beyond a physical space and has evolved into an “institution of
social power in hybrid warfare.” This institution is explained in four main
dimensions: communicative-media (as a live narrative-producing medium),
defensive-security (as a bastion of resilience), political legitimacy-producing (as the
support base for diplomacy and national cohesion), and sacred-identity (as a sphere
for the reproduction of Iranian-Islamic values). The resulting conceptual model
shows that street-level collective action is an active mechanism for countering
cognitive warfare. In this model, the street is not merely a container for gatherings,
but rather the “content of the message” and a kind of “cognitive passive defense,”
and it can lead to breaking the monopoly of hostile narratives, preserving national
identity, and reproducing political legitimacy in the international arena.

Keywords: Street; Collective Action; Battle of Narratives; Hybrid Warfare; Social
Legitimacy.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In social and political studies, the street is not merely a physical urban space but a
site of collective action, the manifestation of public opinion, and the representation
of social power. Within the literature of the public sphere, it provides a setting for the
formation of collective will, while in theories of collective action it functions as the
intersection of social mobilization and political engagement. Recent transformations
in international conflicts, particularly the emergence of hybrid warfare, have further
highlighted the strategic significance of the street in contemporary power dynamics.
Unlike classical warfare, hybrid conflicts extend beyond military confrontation and
encompass cultural, cognitive, media, and economic dimensions. In this context, the
battle of narratives has become a central arena of competition, where influencing
public perception and weakening social cohesion often replace territorial conquest as
primary objectives. In contemporary Iranian discourse, developments associated with
the so-called Third Imposed War illustrate such multidimensional confrontation.
Within this framework, the interaction of field operations, public presence in the
street, and diplomatic engagement may be understood as a synergy of hard, soft, and
social power. Consequently, the street can be interpreted as a “living social medium”
and a space for cognitive defense, capable of reinforcing social cohesion, producing
legitimacy, and representing national power within the broader dynamics of narrative
conflict.

Research Questions

Considering the growing importance of narrative conflicts in hybrid warfare, this
study examines the role of the street in Iranian media discourse during the period
described as the Third Imposed War. The main research question is: How is the street
represented in Iranian media discourse during this period, and through what
mechanisms is it constructed as a space of collective action and social power?

Two sub-questions guide the analysis: First, what conceptual dimensions and
structural components constitute the model of the street as an institution of social
power in this context? Second, how can street-based collective action contribute to
the production of social legitimacy and the strengthening of national power in the
face of hybrid warfare and narrative confrontation?

Methodology

This study adopts a qualitative research design based on documentary content
analysis to explore the role of the street in the battle of narratives and hybrid warfare.
The street is conceptualized as a complex socio-political phenomenon and is
examined through the analysis of textual data, including analytical notes, media
reports, and strategic documents published in Iranian news and information
platforms.

The data were collected through a systematic documentary review of analytical
articles and reports published in Iranian news agencies and media outlets. The initial
corpus consisted of 47 texts addressing street-based collective action and its
representation within the context commonly described as the “Third Imposed War.”
These materials were published between 19 Esfand 1404 and 26 Ordibehesht 1405.
Relevant documents were identified through targeted keyword searches using terms
such as “street,” “street-based action,” “public presence,” “protests,” “battle of
narratives,” and “hybrid warfare.” To preserve discursive diversity, sources were
selected from media outlets representing different analytical orientations.



After applying inclusion and exclusion criteria—such as analytical relevance,
conceptual engagement with the role of the street, and publication in credible media
outlets—a purposive sample of 24 analytical texts was selected. Data collection
continued until theoretical saturation was achieved, meaning that additional texts did
not generate new analytical themes.

The data were analyzed using thematic analysis. Through iterative coding,
comparison, and refinement, the extracted concepts were organized into four
analytical dimensions: communicative-media, defensive-security,
political-legitimacy, and identity-normative. These dimensions collectively form the
conceptual framework of the study and explain how the street is represented as a site
of collective action and a source of social power in the context of narrative conflict.

Results and Findings

The analysis of the selected documents indicates that in the context of the so-called
Third Imposed War, the street is represented in Iranian media discourse as a
multidimensional arena of collective action that extends beyond its conventional
understanding as a physical urban space. Rather than functioning merely as a site of
social gatherings, the street appears as a dynamic field in which communication,
social mobilization, legitimacy formation, and symbolic identity converge. In this
framework, the street emerges not as a peripheral element of power but as part of the
broader mechanism through which social power is produced, protected, and
represented.

The findings show that the street performs several interconnected functions within
the dynamics of hybrid warfare and narrative confrontation. Through collective
presence, it operates as a communicative platform capable of transforming social
participation into a form of media expression. Public gatherings and symbolic actions
in the street are interpreted as mechanisms for transmitting social messages, shaping
narratives, and countering competing interpretations of political events. In this sense,
the street functions as a “living social medium” in which collective visibility becomes
a form of communication within the broader battle of narratives.

A second dimension concerns the defensive and security function of the street. Media
representations frequently portray the street as a form of “social stronghold” that
contributes to people-based resilience in the face of external pressures. Within the
logic of hybrid warfare, where military, informational, and social arenas overlap, the
presence of organized or spontaneous collective action is interpreted as part of a
broader mechanism of social deterrence and cognitive defense.

The analysis further highlights the political-legitimacy dimension of street presence.
Collective participation in public spaces is framed as an expression of social cohesion
and national solidarity that reinforces the relationship between society and political
authority. In this respect, the street is frequently portrayed as complementing other
domains of national power—such as the field of strategic action and diplomatic
engagement—thereby contributing to the consolidation of political legitimacy and
the strengthening of national unity.

Finally, the identity-normative dimension reveals that the street is represented as a
space for the reproduction of shared meanings, historical memory, and cultural
identity. Symbolic practices, rituals, and collective expressions associated with
public gatherings transform the street into a site where cultural values and collective
identities  are  reaffirmed.  These  four interrelated  dimensions—
communicative-media, defensive-security, political-legitimacy, and
identity-normative—together constitute the conceptual model of the study, which
frames the street as an institution of social power within the dynamics of hybrid
warfare and narrative conflict.



Conclusion

This study sought to explain how the “street” is represented in Iranian media
discourse within the context of the so-called Third Imposed War and the broader
battle of narratives. The findings demonstrate that the street is constructed in the
analyzed texts not merely as a physical location for social gatherings but as a
multidimensional institution through which collective action, social meaning, and
national power are articulated. The conceptual model developed in this research
centers on the core idea of the street as an institution of social power in hybrid
warfare, organized around four interrelated dimensions: communicative-media,
defensive-security, political-legitimacy, and identity-normative.

The results indicate that street-based collective action can play an important role in
shaping public narratives, strengthening social cohesion, and reinforcing political
legitimacy during periods of narrative conflict. In this perspective, the street functions
simultaneously as a social medium, a form of societal resilience, and a symbolic
space where collective identity and national solidarity are expressed. Consequently,
the street becomes not only a site of action but also a communicative and symbolic
resource in the broader dynamics of hybrid conflict.

At the same time, the study acknowledges that its findings are based on the analysis
of media discourse rather than direct observation of social behavior. Future research
may therefore expand this framework by employing empirical methods such as field
studies, surveys, or digital data analysis to explore the relationship between
street-based collective action and online communication networks in greater depth.

Keywords: Street; Collective Action; Battle of Narratives; Hybrid Warfare; Social
Legitimacy.
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