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Abstract

The relationship between religion and state is one of the most fundamental topics of political
thought in the Islamic world, which found a new formulation in the contemporary century
with the introduction of the theory of “Velayat-e Faqih” (Guardianship of the Jurist) by
Imam Khomeini (RA). The main problem of this research is to explicate the philosophical
and epistemological foundations of Islamic government in Imam Khomeini’s (RA) system of
thought and to analyze how religion and politics are linked within the framework of his
political philosophy. The article aims to clarify the ontological, anthropological, and
epistemological foundations of the theory of the Guardian Elected by the People and to
demonstrate its relationship with the modern concept of the state. This research has been
conducted using an analytical-interpretive method, utilizing Imam Khomeini’s (RA) original
written sources, particularly his jurisprudential, mystical, and philosophical works. The
research findings indicate that in Imam Khomeini’s (RA) thought, Islamic government—
based on the theory of the Guardian Elected by the People—is not merely a legal or political
structure, but the objective manifestation of Tawhid (monotheism) in the social sphere and
the continuation of divine guardianship in the historical life of humanity. Accordingly, the
legitimacy of the government stems from Sharia and divine guardianship, and reason,
jurisprudence, and mysticism constitute the three complementary dimensions of the Imam’s
political philosophy. Consequently, the philosophy of Islamic government in Imam
Khomeini’s (RA) system of thought is based on the inherent link between religion and state,
and its ultimate goal is the realization of justice, servitude, and human perfection in society.

Keywords: Imam Khomeini; Religion and State; Velayat-e Faqih; Political Philosophy of
Islam; Islamic Government.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The relationship between religion and the state is one of the most fundamental
questions in political philosophy and among the most enduring subjects in Islamic
political thought. In the contemporary era, this question has acquired even greater
significance with the emergence of the modern state, the expansion of secular
theories, and transformations in the concept of political legitimacy. One of the most
important approaches developed in the Islamic world is Imam Khomeini’s theory of
Islamic government, which, on the basis of the doctrine of Velayat-e Fagih—the
guardianship of the Islamic jurist—offers a distinctive account of the relationship
between religion and the state. According to this model, government is not merely a
legal institution or a mechanism for administering public affairs; rather, it is regarded
as the social manifestation of divine guardianship and an instrument for realizing
justice, guidance, and human development.

Although extensive research has been conducted on Imam Khomeini’s political
thought, particularly the theory of Velayat-e Fagih, most previous studies have
concentrated on its jurisprudential, legal, historical, or political dimensions. By
contrast, relatively few studies have attempted to reconstruct the philosophical
foundations of this theory as a coherent system based on the relationship among
ontology, epistemology, and philosophical anthropology. Consequently, the
relationship between the philosophical foundations of Islamic government and the
explanation of the religion—state relationship in Imam Khomeini’s thought still
requires more profound investigation.

The present article begins with the assumption that the theory of Velayat-e Fagih is
not merely a jurisprudential theory or a theory of public law. Rather, it rests upon
specific philosophical foundations, without an understanding of which a
comprehensive account of the relationship between religion and the state in Imam
Khomeini’s thought would not be possible. Accordingly, by analyzing Imam
Khomeini’s principal works, this study seeks to reconstruct the philosophical
structure of Islamic government and examine its role in explaining political
legitimacy, religious rationality, justice, and public participation.

The distinctive contribution of this study lies in its attempt to move beyond
concentrating on a single dimension of the theory of Velayat-e Fagih. Instead, it seeks
to demonstrate the internal relationship among a monotheistic worldview, a theory of
knowledge, philosophical anthropology, and the philosophy of government within a
unified analytical framework. From this perspective, Islamic government is not
merely an executive institution; rather, it is part of the system of divine guidance and
a continuation of guardianship in the social sphere.

Research Questions
The present study seeks to answer the following principal question:
On what ontological, epistemological, and anthropological foundations is the
philosophy of Islamic government in Imam Khomeini’s thought based, and how do
these foundations explain the relationship between religion and the state?
To answer this principal question, the study addresses the following subsidiary
questions:
1. What are the principal components of the philosophical foundations of
Imam Khomeini’s political thought?
2. How is the relationship among reason, Sharia, and mysticism explained
within the philosophy of Islamic government?
3. On what foundations is political legitimacy based in Imam Khomeini’s
thought?



4. What role does Islamic government play in realizing justice, guidance, and
human perfection?

5. How does the theory of Velayat-e Fagih differ from prevailing conceptions
of the modern state in explaining the relationship between religion and the
state?

Accordingly, the purpose of the study is not merely to describe the theory of Velayat-
e Fagih, but to provide a philosophical analysis of its conceptual structure and
reconstruct the relationship among the theoretical foundations of Islamic government
in Imam Khomeini’s thought.

Methodology

This is a fundamental qualitative study employing a conceptual-interpretive method
of analysis. The research data were collected through library research and direct
consultation of Imam Khomeini’s principal works. In the first stage, key concepts
related to Islamic government, guardianship, monotheism, reason, justice, the human
being, and legitimacy were extracted from the primary texts. These concepts were
subsequently reconstructed through intratextual analysis and comparison among
Imam Khomeini’s various works in order to identify the logical relationships among
them.

The study sought to draw a clear distinction among data, analysis, and interpretation.
The data comprised propositions extracted from Imam Khomeini’s works and
authoritative sources concerning Islamic political thought. At the analytical stage,
these propositions were classified and compared according to three principal
categories: ontology, epistemology, and philosophical anthropology. At the
interpretive stage, the relationships among these three domains and their roles in
shaping the philosophy of Islamic government were examined.

To enhance the scholarly validity of the research, in addition to foundational sources,
recent analytical studies and peer-reviewed academic articles were used to compare,
supplement, and evaluate the findings. This approach made it possible to reconstruct
Imam Khomeini’s intellectual system more coherently and explain the position of the
theory of Velayat-e Fagih within Islamic political philosophy.

Results and Findings

An analysis of Imam Khomeini’s works demonstrates that the philosophy of Islamic
government in his thought rests upon a coherent system of ontological,
epistemological, and anthropological foundations. Together, these three domains
constitute the theoretical framework of the doctrine of Velayat-e Fagih. The findings
indicate that none of these foundations can be adequately explained in isolation from
the others. Rather, it is the logical and internal relationship among them that
constitutes the foundation of the philosophy of Islamic government.

At the ontological level, Imam Khomeini, drawing upon a monotheistic worldview,
identifies God as the source of existence, legislation, and sovereignty. From this
perspective, Islamic government is not merely a political institution responsible for
administering society; rather, it represents the extension of divine guardianship into
the social sphere and serves as an instrument for realizing God’s legislative will.
Accordingly, governmental legitimacy derives from a divine source, and Wilayah,
before being a political or legal concept, is an ontological reality manifested at
different levels of existence. Political legitimacy in Imam Khomeini’s thought is
therefore neither the exclusive product of a social contract nor the outcome of the
personal will of rulers. Instead, it is founded upon the relationship between
government and the system of divine guardianship.

Another finding concerns the foundations of religious epistemology in Imam
Khomeini’s thought, which are based on the interaction among reason, revelation,



and ijtihad. In contrast to reductionist interpretations that place reason in opposition
to religion or regard it merely as an instrument for understanding religious rulings,
Imam Khomeini recognizes reason as an authoritative source of knowledge that
attains perfection in the light of revelation and divine guidance. Within this
framework, dynamic ijtihad serves as the mechanism connecting religious sources
with society’s changing needs and makes it possible to apply the permanent
principles of Sharia to emerging social conditions. Rationality in Imam Khomeini’s
political philosophy therefore has a value-oriented and teleological character. Its
direction is determined by the principles of monotheism, justice, and human dignity
rather than solely by the criteria of instrumental efficiency or political expediency.
In the domain of philosophical anthropology, the findings demonstrate that, in Imam
Khomeini’s thought, the human being possesses inherent dignity, free will,
responsibility, and the capacity for perfection. Accordingly, the purpose of Islamic
government is not limited to providing security, welfare, or social order. It must also
create the conditions necessary for ethical development, spiritual elevation, and the
realization of justice in society. From this perspective, government is an instrument
for guiding human beings toward perfection and realizing divine values. Its
legitimacy and effectiveness become meaningful insofar as it is capable of realizing
these objectives in the social sphere.

A comparative analysis of these three foundations shows that the theory of Velayat-
e Fagih in Imam Khomeini’s thought is not merely a jurisprudential theory
concerning the administration of society. Rather, it constitutes the connecting link
among monotheistic ontology, religious epistemology, and an anthropology
grounded in divine guardianship. Within this framework, the fully qualified jurist
assumes responsibility for administering society not because of personal power, but
because of his scholarly competence, justice, piety, and capacity to derive divine
rulings from authoritative sources. Velayat-e Fagih is therefore regarded as the
continuation of legislative guardianship during the Occultation, with the
responsibility of implementing divine rulings and realizing the public interest within
the framework of Sharia.

Another significant finding concerns the relationship between divine legitimacy and
public participation. An analysis of Imam Khomeini’s works demonstrates that the
source of governmental legitimacy is divine guardianship; nevertheless, the external
realization and continuity of Islamic government are impossible without the people’s
conscious acceptance and participation. Within this intellectual system, the people do
not constitute an independent source of legitimacy; rather, they are an essential pillar
of the realization, effectiveness, and sustainability of Islamic government. From this
perspective, the republican and Islamic dimensions of the political system are not
contradictory. Instead, they are situated within a complementary and hierarchical
relationship, and public participation within the framework of religious values
provides the conditions necessary for the realization of Islamic government.

In comparison with previous studies, the findings indicate that many existing
analyses have examined the theory of Velayat-e Fagih primarily from jurisprudential,
legal, or historical perspectives, paying less attention to the internal relationship
among its philosophical foundations. By reconstructing the relationship among the
three fundamental domains of Imam Khomeini’s thought, the present study
demonstrates that the philosophy of Islamic government possesses a systematic
structure in which monotheism, guardianship, justice, religious rationality, and
human dignity are interconnected within a coherent intellectual system.

Conclusion
The present study sought to analyze the philosophy of Islamic government within
Imam Khomeini’s intellectual system and to explain the relationship between religion



and the state in light of his philosophical and theological foundations. The findings
demonstrate that the theory of a guardian elected by the people in Imam Khomeini’s
thought is not merely a jurisprudential or political theory; rather, it rests upon
profound ontological, epistemological, and anthropological foundations.

Within Imam Khomeini’s intellectual system, the universe is founded upon
monotheism and divine guardianship, and Islamic government represents the
manifestation of this guardianship in the social sphere. Ontologically, guardianship
constitutes the continuation of divine lordship within a political structure.
Epistemologically, reason and revelation complement one another in guiding society.
Anthropologically, the ultimate purpose of Islamic government is to cultivate human
beings along the path toward proximity to God. Consequently, in Imam Khomeini’s
political philosophy, religion and the state are not two independent spheres. Rather,
the religious state is an instrument for realizing the divine purposes of religion within
human social life.

Within this framework, Imam Khomeini succeeded in establishing a coherent
relationship among jurisprudence, mysticism, and philosophy, thereby presenting a
model of religious government that, while remaining faithful to Sharia, also
incorporates rationality and spirituality into the administration of society. Such an
approach can provide theoretical guidance for reconsidering the relationship between
religion and politics in the contemporary world.

Keywords: Imam Khomeini; Religion and State; Velayat-e Fagih; Islamic Political
Philosophy; Islamic Government.
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