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Abstract

Cohesion refers to the structural and coherent link between the parts of a text that causes it to
appear as a meaningful discourse whole. This theory was first proposed by Halliday and
Hasan in 1976. From the perspective of these two linguists, cohesion is formed through
elements such as reference, ellipsis, substitution, conjunctions, and lexical cohesion. Lexical
cohesion is itself divided into two categories: “repetition” and “collocation.” The repetition
of a word, whether lexical or semantic, in addition to creating continuity between sentences,
helps to highlight that word in the text. Within the aforementioned theoretical framework, the
present study was conducted with a descriptive-analytical approach, aiming to examine the
role of the cohesive component of “repetition” in creating textual continuity in the “Second
Phase of the Revolution” statement—as a political and strategic text—and to explain its role
in highlighting the concepts and themes of the text. The findings from the data analysis
indicate that Ayatollah Khamenei, by purposefully utilizing the element of repetition, has not
only established a coherent link between vocabulary and concepts but has also succeeded in
indirectly reflecting his intended ideology. The high frequency of direct repetition of key
terms throughout the statement and in each of its sections has placed themes such as
“Revolution,” “Islam,” “youth,” and “New Islamic Civilization” at the center of the
narrative. Furthermore, the use of other types of repetition, including partial repetition,
synonymy, and quasi-synonymy, while demonstrating the author’s lexical skill, has helped
highlight secondary yet effective concepts in understanding the discourse of the work. In
contrast, some low-frequency words that play no role in shaping the discourse have not had a
significant impact on the overall cohesion of the text.

Keywords: Ayatollah Khamenei; Statement of the Second Phase of the
Revolution; Semantic Cohesion; Repetition; Michael Halliday.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Textual cohesion is one of the most fundamental components of text linguistics and
plays a decisive role in establishing semantic relations among the parts of a text and
in effectively conveying its message. Among the various factors contributing to
cohesion, lexical cohesion, especially the element of repetition, is considered one of
the most important tools for organizing meaning and guiding the reader through the
line of argumentation in a text. Halliday and Hasan (1976) define repetition not
merely as the mechanical recurrence of words, but as a mechanism for creating
semantic continuity and preserving textual unity. In political and ideological texts,
repetition, in addition to its linguistic role, also acquires a discursive function and
contributes to the representation of values, the legitimization of ideology, the
highlighting of key concepts, and the steering of the audience toward particular
interpretations.

The statement “The Second Step of the Revolution” is one of the most important
strategic texts of the Islamic Republic of Iran and possesses a coherent and purposive
structure through which it conveys its historical, value-based, normative, and future-
oriented messages via a network of linguistic elements. In addition to reviewing the
achievements of the first four decades of the Islamic Revolution, the statement also
outlines future horizons and addresses, in particular, the younger generation as its
main audience. Despite numerous studies on the political, social, and discursive
dimensions of this statement, a systematic examination of the role of lexical cohesive
devices—especially the element of repetition within the theoretical framework of
Halliday and Hasan—has not yet received sufficient attention. Accordingly, the
present study seeks, by drawing on functional linguistics, to explain how meaning is
organized through repetition and how it contributes to argumentative cohesion and
the ideological representation of the text.

Research Questions

The present study, with the aim of analyzing the function of repetition in the
statement “The Second Step of the Revolution,” seeks to answer the following
questions:

¢ With what frequency have the various components of lexical repetition, based
on Halliday and Hasan’s theory of cohesion, been used in the statement “The
Second Step of the Revolution”?

e What role does each type of repetition, including complete repetition, partial
(derivational) repetition, synonymy, and superordinate vocabulary, play in
creating the lexical cohesion of the text?

e How does repetition help organize argumentation, guide the semantic flow of
the text, and strengthen the discursive cohesion of the statement “The Second
Step of the Revolution™?

e What role does the deliberate use of repetition networks play in representing
ideology, legitimizing the discourse of the Islamic Revolution, and directing the
audience?

Methodology

In terms of purpose, the present research is fundamental, and in terms of nature, it is
qualitative, using textual analysis; in some sections, quantitative analysis was also
employed to calculate the frequency of cohesive elements. The research population
consisted of the full text of the statement “The Second Step of the Revolution,” issued
by Ayatollah Khamenei in 2019, which was selected as the sole text under study.



The theoretical framework of the study is based on Halliday and Hasan’s (1976)
cohesion theory within the field of functional linguistics. Within this framework,
lexical cohesion was examined through four main components: complete repetition,
partial or derivational repetition, synonymy and near-synonymy, and superordinate
vocabulary.

First, the statement was read in full and all instances related to each type of repetition
were extracted. Then, through manual coding, the frequency of each category was
calculated and its relative share in the overall repetition network was determined. In
the next stage, repetition chains were analyzed in order to identify the linkage of key
concepts, the transfer of meaning across different parts of the text, and the role of
repetition in organizing argumentation. In the final analysis, the statistical findings
were combined with discourse analysis and the functional linguistic approach in order
to explain the relationship between linguistic structure, argumentative cohesion, and
the ideological representation of the author.

Results and Findings

The findings of the study show that repetition is the most important means of creating
lexical cohesion in the statement “The Second Step of the Revolution.” In total, four
main types of repetition were identified in the text; among them, complete repetition
accounted for the largest share, with 561 instances (about 75%). It was followed by
partial repetition with 132 instances (18%), synonymy with 37 instances (5%), and
superordinate vocabulary with 14 instances (2%).

The qualitative analysis showed that highly recurrent words such as “revolution,”
“Islam,” “youth,” “nation,” “enemy,” “progress,” “future,” and ‘“new Islamic
civilization” form the main pillars of the text’s semantic cohesion network. These
words are continued throughout the text in the form of semantic chains, causing the
audience to repeatedly encounter the statement’s central concepts.

Partial repetition, through the use of lexical derivatives, word families, and different
inflectional forms, has also preserved semantic cohesion while preventing monotony
in the text. For example, the lexical families related to “knowledge,” “science,”
“scholar,” and “learning,” or to ‘“revolution,” “revolutionary,” and
“revolutionariness,” form a network of semantic relations that strengthens textual
cohesion.

In the area of synonymy, words such as “jihad,” “struggle,” “combat,” and
“endeavor,” as well as “backwardness,” “decline,” and “reactionism,” are used
alongside one another in order to preserve cohesion while also strengthening the
value-laden and ideological charge of the text. These lexical choices are not merely
linguistic substitutes; rather, each highlights specific semantic layers and presents an
evaluative image of desirable and undesirable concepts.

Although superordinate vocabulary appears with the lowest frequency, it plays an
important discursive role. Concepts such as “arrogance” as an overarching term
encompass subcategories such as “oppressive regimes,” “extortionist bullies,” and
“pharaohs of the age,” thereby offering a broader image of the concept of the enemy
through this semantic network. Likewise, the word “enemy” is expanded
semantically through subcategories such as “hostility,” “cruelty,” “conspiracy,” and
“malice,” thereby strengthening the ideological cohesion of the text.

One of the most important findings of the study is that repetition in this statement is
not merely a tool for linking words, but plays a fundamental role in organizing
argumentation. The word “revolution” at the beginning of the text is mainly used to
represent the past, explain legitimacy, and narrate history; however, in the final
sections, alongside concepts such as “future,” “progress,” and ‘“new Islamic
civilization,” it guides the course of argumentation from a narrative of the past toward
a prescription for the future. Likewise, the word “youth” is transformed from a
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descriptive concept into a normative one, elevating the audience from the position of
observer to that of responsible actor. This shift in function shows that lexical cohesion
in the text is directly tied to the argumentative structure and discursive aims of the
author.

Conclusion

The results of the study show that the statement “The Second Step of the Revolution”
has a coherent and purposive structure in which the element of repetition is the most
important means of creating semantic continuity, guiding argumentation, and
representing ideology. The various types of repetition—direct repetition, derivational
repetition, synonymy, and superordinate vocabulary—have together created a
network of semantic relations that, while preserving textual cohesion, gradually <
the main messages of the statement in the reader’s mind.

The present study also demonstrates that Halliday and Hasan’s theory of cohesion
has high potential for the analysis of political texts, because it makes it possible to
examine linguistic structure, argumentative organization, and ideological
representation simultaneously. From this perspective, repetition in the statement “The
Second Step of the Revolution” is not merely a linguistic feature, but a mechanism
for legitimizing the discourse of the Islamic Revolution, reproducing political and
cultural values, directing the audience, and creating a link between the past, present,
and future. Therefore, the findings of this research may provide a suitable model for
analyzing other political, ideological, and strategic texts of the Islamic Republic of
Iran and other discursive texts based on modern approaches in text linguistics and
discourse analysis.

Keywords: Ayatollah Khamenei; The Second Step of the Revolution; semantic
cohesion; repetition; Michael Halliday.
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