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Abstract

Security is one of the most essential needs of a society, and if it is realized, spiritual
and physical peace, and otherwise, deprivation of peace from society will occur.
Considering that with the formation of the Islamic Republic of Iran and the
emergence of Islamic power in the world arena, the need to explain security from
the perspective of the Islamic world leadership of Ayatollah Khamenei is seriously
felt and his strategic security discourse can bring valuable ideas such as "Islamic
cohesion". "Moral security”, "division of the world into domineering and
domineering”, "permanent threat to the Islamic Republic of Iran" to provide
theorizing in the field of security, the present study tried to search and explore the
statements and orders, "The security from the perspective of the Supreme Leader"
and the results showed that from the perspective of the Supreme Leader, security
should be comprehensive and all national, social, economic and investment
dimensions, military and law enforcement, cultural, intellectual and ideological,
civil and citizenship, The judiciary includes moral, security and dignity security,
and none of the spheres of human life should be insecure. Finally, the research
findings were plotted and presented as a schema.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Avyatollah Khamenei is one of the key leaders of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, possessing distinct political foundations, discourses, and practical
methods of governance. Therefore, clarifying and categorizing the elements
of his perspective on security not only illuminates dimensions of his thought
and leadership art but also yields a strategic discourse on security concepts
and categories. In turn, this can serve as a foundation for shaping the
country’s threat management system. This article examines Ayatollah
Khamenei’s statements regarding security to arrive at a schematic
framework that explains the components of security from a strategic
perspective within his viewpoint.

Research Questions
The research is organized around one main question and several related sub-
questions as follows:

e Main Research Question: What are the elements, nature, and
characteristics of the strategic security schema in Avyatollah
Khamenei’s perspective?

Sub-Questions:

What is a schema, and what constitutes a strategic schema?

What are the coordinates of the strategic security schema?

What are the requirements and implications of the strategic security
schema from Ayatollah Khamenei’s perspective?

Methodology

To achieve a strategic security schema based on Ayatollah Khamenei’s
perspective, data was gathered through two methods: library research,
utilizing available collections of his statements within the desired
timeframe, and field interviews with experts familiar with security domains,
the Supreme Leader’s viewpoints, and security policymaking issues.
Regarding the respondents, 42% held a Master’s degree, 42% a Ph.D., and
16% were Ph.D. candidates. In terms of professional tenure in strategic
positions, 10% had 10 to 25 years of service, 43% had 25 to 30 years, and
47% had 30 years or more—a factor that positively impacted the reliability
of the responses. Furthermore, 84% of respondents had a “very high” level
of familiarity with defense-security issues and security sciences, and 16%
had a “high” level, which enhanced the precision and certainty of the
findings. The data was analyzed using qualitative grounded theory
methodology with the aid of MaxQDA software.



Results and Discussion

Ayatollah Khamenei’s statements on security indicate that, in terms of
nature, security is a tangible, real, and comprehensive phenomenon
manifested in implementation and practice. It encompasses all dimensions
of individual and social life—ranging from the economy, society, science,
and thought to the environment, personal reputation, and even the security
of political dissidents. For the Islamic system and its officials, security
serves as an index of justice and one of the most vital matters; the Islamic
system, its officials, and its institutions are obligated to provide and
establish security for all members of society.

Security constitutes a public and citizenship right in which everyone enjoys
equal rights, and the provision of a secure and peaceful environment—both
in its public/social dimension and its territorial/national dimension—rests
primarily with the Islamic system. Consequently, certain institutions, such
as the judiciary, propagation institutions, and military, security, and law
enforcement forces, bear a direct and critical responsibility in establishing
and securing safety: from identifying internal and external threats to
preparing necessary measures to deter and prevent actual and potential
harms. Therefore, his perspective on security can be classified among
system-based approaches to security, and his strategic security schema aims
to implement this approach in establishing security across all dimensions of
political and social life.

Conclusion

The strategic security schema relates to the modalities, requirements, and
prerequisites of establishing security in action and practice. The elements of
this schema include contextual factors, reinforcing factors, limiting factors,
core/axial factors, strategies, and consequences of security.

o Contextual (Causal) Factors: These act as necessary conditions for
creating security—factors that lay the groundwork and provide the
environment for the emergence and continuity of security. In
Ayatollah Khamenei’s view, these include Islam and adherence to
its principles, the armed forces as security creators, national unity
and cohesion, and the Islamic system (the Islamic Republic) as a
regional security-generating factor.

e Reinforcing Factors: Factors that strengthen and deepen security
across a desired scope, from the local to the global level. In his
view, these include spirituality, Islamic teachings and doctrines,
justice, and peaceful coexistence.

e Limiting Factors: Obstacles hindering the establishment and
sustainability of security. These are numerous and include,
according to his perspective, insecurity, destructive acts, actions by



belligerent and Takfiri groups, and activities by enemies of the
Islamic system.

o Core/Axial Factors: These act as sufficient conditions for the
emergence of security; in other words, they play a crucial and
pivotal role in creating and establishing security, and their
absence—even in the presence of other factors and elements—
prevents the emergence, establishment, and sustainability of
security. These include proper and codified planning and
organization for security establishment, adherence to laws and rule
of law, public security, and confronting sources of insecurity.

o Strategies: A set of measures and actions employed to establish and
sustain security. These include unity-based security, authority and
intelligence at the national level, people-centrism, value-centrism in
security establishment, security comprehensiveness, and judicial
security.

e Consequences: These can be considered the ultimate goals of
security—the outcomes and effects expected to be achieved for
security beneficiaries, recognizing that some outcomes may be
intended or unintended results of security-establishment measures.
They include progress and development, public tranquility, business
prosperity, expansion of moral virtues, establishment of justice,
scientific advancement, economic growth, and ultimately, paving
the way to achieve the desired status within the Islamic system:
creating an Islamic society characterized by progress, welfare, and a
good life (Hayat-e Tayyibah) based on Islamic teachings.
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