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Abstract

The phenomenon of hijab in contemporary Iranian society represents a juncture of
cultural and social developments and discursive boundaries. A significant portion of
social divergence and erosion in confronting this phenomenon stems not from
disputes over execution methods, but rather from a lack of precise understanding of
its multidimensional nature and its reduction to a one-dimensional matter. This
study aims to analyze and reconstruct the network of themes regarding the nature of
hijab in the thought of Ayatollah Khamenei. The research method is qualitative
thematic analysis based on the extraction and coding of his statements from 1989 to
2025. The findings indicate that in this intellectual system, hijab elevates from a
mere individual duty to a "civilizational strategic construct” that simultaneously
integrates and overlaps four dimensions: jurisprudential, cultural, social, and
political-security. The distinguishing feature of this approach is its foundation in
transcendent philosophy (Hikmat al-Muta'aliyah) and practical reason, which
reconstructs hijab as a "rational norm™ in the contemporary life-world (Lebenswelt)
and steers the path of engagement from merely formal and stereotypical patterns
toward meaning-making and cultural aesthetics.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The issue of hijab in Iran has always been one of the most complex and
dynamic socio-cultural phenomena, with deep roots in the historical and
national heritage of Iranians. However, in recent decades, under the
influence of globalization, lifestyle changes, and the soft war of the
adversarial front, this phenomenon has faced serious epistemological
reinterpretations and challenges. In the genealogy of existing challenges, a
fundamental one is "epistemic reductionism" in understanding the nature of
covering. Many prevalent readings, by ignoring the interconnectedness of
dimensions, reduce hijab to a simple, uni-dimensional phenomenon (purely
jurisprudential or purely security-oriented) and separate it from its
historical-civilizational contexts.

In the political and social thought of the Islamic Revolution, particularly in
the intellectual system of Ayatollah Khamenei as the discursive architect of
contemporary lranian society, hijab is a multidimensional phenomenon
whose diverse aspects and nature must first be correctly recognized for
proper engagement. Analyzing this intellectual system demonstrates how
this phenomenon rises from the level of an individual duty to a systematic
and civilizational level, and what solid epistemological implications this
explanation offers for transcending the deadlocks of reductionism in the
contemporary life-world.

Research Questions

The fundamental purpose of this research is to extract, explain, and theorize
the conceptual model of the nature of hijab in the thought of Ayatollah
Khamenei using a systematic qualitative methodology. This paper aims to
demonstrate how the four dimensions of hijab (jurisprudential, cultural,
social, and political-security) are linked within a coherent and convergent
network. The secondary objective of the study is to transcend one-
dimensional readings and provide an epistemological and cognitive
framework to show how the cultural-civilizational nature of hijab holds
ontological priority over other dimensions (especially the security
dimension) and how epistemic authorities can facilitate internal conviction
and sustainable social consensus by redefining hijab as a "civilizational
heritage" and a "rational norm."

Methodology

This study was conducted with a qualitative approach using Qualitative
Thematic Analysis. The statistical population of the study includes all
statements, writings, and speeches of Ayatollah Khamenei in the period



from 1989 to 2025, retrieved using the keywords "hijab," "chastity" (effat),
and "covering" (pooshesh). The thematic analysis process was executed in
three operational steps:

1. Open Coding (Extraction of Basic Themes): In this step,
following qualitative note-taking from 63 primary texts related to
the topic, 28 strategic and scholarly propositions were identified and
formulated into 46 open codes.

2. Axial Coding (Organization of Central Themes): The initial
codes were categorized based on conceptual similarities into 12
axial themes, forming the four essential dimensions: jurisprudential,
cultural, social, and political-security.

3. Selective Coding (Mapping the Theme Network): Through a
dialectical analysis of the relationship between layers, the
systematic connection of the dimensions was explained, and the
global theme, "The Strategic and Civilizational Nature of
Hijab," was extracted and theorized as a layered, concentric
conceptual model.

Results and Discussion

The findings obtained from the qualitative thematic analysis indicate that in
Ayatollah Khamenei’s intellectual system, hijab is a multi-layered and
concentric construct whose dimensions are distributed longitudinally from
the core to the shell. At the central core lies the cultural-civilizational
dimension as the identity foundation, symbolizing aesthetic dignity and the
honor of women against Western objectifying models. In the second layer
(the jurisprudential-shari dimension), which is rooted in transcendent
philosophy (Hikmat al-Muta'aliyah), the religious obligation is not a purely
devotional decree but rather an extension of practical reason and the
consensus of the wise (bina al-ugala) throughout human history. In the third
layer (the social dimension), hijab acts as a socialized norm that regulates
gender relations, shifts focus from sexual attractiveness to human
capabilities, and facilitates the active participation of women. Finally, in the
outer layer (the political-security dimension), although hijab is not
inherently a security issue, its identity-shaping role has turned it into a
primary target of soft war, rendering the state's response (treating its
deliberate removal as a political prohibition) a protective necessity against
the enemy's project.

Conclusion

The synthesis of the deductions in this research indicates that effective
engagement with the phenomenon of hijab requires an "epistemological
framework reform™ and a transition from one-dimensional approaches.



When hijab is represented solely as an ideological obligation or a formal
jurisprudential decree, it unintentionally fosters psychological resistance and
social polarizations. However, in Ayatollah Khamenei’s intellectual system,
rooted in transcendent philosophy, hijab is reconstructed as a "rational
norm" and a "civilizational heritage." Consequently, although the precise
explanation of the nature of hijab was the primary objective of this
research—rather than presenting a policy package—this understanding
remains a prerequisite for any legislation. The theoretical proposal of this
study to authorities is to shift the engagement model from a "purely duty-
oriented language and formalistic, prescriptive patterns” toward a "meaning-
giving, civilizational, and rational language." Safeguarding hijab must pass
through the passage of meaning production, mental persuasion, and cultural
aesthetics; for the endogenous rationality embedded in this civilizational
phenomenon, if correctly explained, will itself guarantee sustainable social

acceptance and national consensus.

Key Words :Nature of Hijab, Ayatollah Khamenei, Cultural Nature,
Cultural Invasion, Socialization.
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