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Abstract

The family, as the most fundamental social institution, plays a pivotal role in
shaping individual personality and advancing society. In Iran, given the particular
significance of the family in Islamic teachings and the Constitution, the General
Policies on Family have been formulated by the Supreme Leader as a macro-
strategy for the elevation of this institution. Emphasizing positive principles such as
promoting stable marriage, childbearing, and the division of family roles, as well as
preventive measures like curbing social harms and countering factors that threaten
family stability, these policies seek to provide a suitable environment for the growth
and consolidation of families. This article aims to delineate an optimal model for
the exalted family by elaborating on the cultural, social, and economic dimensions
associated with these policies. It further examines existing challenges and obstacles
and offers strategies for operationalizing this model. The findings of this research
indicate that by drawing upon the principles of the General Policies on Family, a
comprehensive and practical model can be developed to enhance the family
foundation and strengthen society. This model is articulated around eight main
components: spiritual and value-based foundations; flexible division of family
roles; physical, mental, and social health of members; an exalted educational model
for children; promotion of stable marriage and childbearing; economic and legal
support; countering cultural and social threats; and social and cultural participation
of families. It can serve as a practical basis for policy-making and planning at both
micro and macro levels..
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The family, as the most fundamental and influential social institution, plays
an irreplaceable role in shaping personality, individual identity, and the
transmission of cultural and religious values. In the Islamic Republic of
Iran, given the fundamental emphasis of the Constitution (especially Article
10) and rich Islamic teachings, the family institution holds an exemplary
position. However, in recent decades, rapid social, cultural, and economic
transformations—such as rising divorce rates, changing traditional roles, the
destructive impacts of cyberspace, and declining tendencies toward
marriage and childbearing—have confronted the foundation of the family
with serious challenges. Therefore, the need to review macro-policies in this
area and present an operational and synergistic model is felt more than ever.

Research Questions

The main objective of this research is to elucidate and delineate a
comprehensive and operational model for achieving the “Transcendent
Family” based on the provisions of the general family policies issued in
2016 by the Supreme Leader. The main research question is: What are the
essential components of this model, and how can they respond to
contemporary needs while laying the groundwork for strengthening the
family foundation and the individual and social transcendence of its
members?

Methodology

The present study was conducted with a qualitative approach utilizing a
descriptive-analytical method. Data collection was carried out through
library and text-based research, focusing on the content analysis of the
sixteen clauses of the general family policies, statements and guidelines of
the Supreme Leader, upstream laws (such as the Constitution), relevant
international documents, and authoritative jurisprudential, legal, and
sociological sources. By extracting and categorizing key concepts, the final
model was formulated in the form of eight main components.

Results and Discussion
Based on an in-depth analysis of the general family policies, the desired
model of the transcendent family was developed comprising eight essential
axes as follows:
1. Spiritual and Value Foundations: Emphasis on religious piety,
Islamic ethics, mutual respect, self-sacrifice, and responsibility as



the core center of the family (in accordance with clauses 1, 3, 5, and
6 of the policies).

2. Flexible Division of Family Roles Based on Abilities: Acceptance
of complementary and dignity-based roles for women and men
(spousal, maternal, paternal, and livelihood provision) with a
flexible and non-dogmatic approach (Clause 12).

3. Physical, Mental, and Social Health of Members: Simultaneous
attention to the comprehensive health of family members as a
prerequisite for a dynamic and thriving society (Clauses 11, 12, 13,
15, and 16).

4. Transcendent Educational Model for the Comprehensive Growth of
Children: Emphasis on teaching life skills, strengthening self-belief
and self-esteem, and observing justice in upbringing, inspired by
Islamic teachings (Clauses 1, 5, and 12).

5. Promotion of Sustainable Marriage and Childbearing: Creating a
national movement to facilitate marriage, rejecting celibacy, and
supporting population youthfulness with a cultural and incentive-
based approach (Clauses 1, 4, 14, and 16).

6. Economic and Legal Supports: Revising the legal system,
supporting family livelihoods, facilitating sustainable employment,
and providing financial and legal incentives, particularly for
mothers and female-headed households (Clauses 2, 4, 5, 7, 9, 10,
12, and 14).

7. Combating Cultural and Social Threats: Proactive prevention of
harms such as divorce, luxury-seeking, cultural invasion, and the
destructive effects of cyberspace (Clauses 5, 6, and 13).

8. Promotion of Families” Social and Cultural Participation:
Strengthening the role of the family in cultural, economic, political,
and defense arenas, and institutionalizing the culture of cooperation
and dialogue (Clause 11).

The findings indicate that the general family policies, by integrating positive
strategies (such as encouraging marriage and childbearing) and preventive
strategies (such as damage prevention), have provided a coherent and
comprehensive framework for strengthening the family. However, the full
realization of this model requires synergy among governmental institutions,
the three branches of government, civil organizations, and families
themselves. Existing challenges are mainly rooted in the lack of coherence
in ordinary laws, weaknesses in efficient executive programs, and
negligence of contemporary social requirements. Therefore, utilizing legal,
religious, and cultural capacities, the proposed model can serve as an
operational roadmap for policymaking at both micro and macro levels.



Conclusion

By designing a model based on eight components, the present study
demonstrated that a transcendent family is one that, while possessing strong
spiritual foundations, is also capable and resilient in economic, legal,
educational, and social dimensions, contributing to individual and collective
transcendence through constructive interaction with society. It is
recommended that:

The country’s ordinary laws be revised and updated based on the
provisions of the general family policies.

Family counseling and education systems be strengthened
nationwide.

Effective economic incentives for marriage and childbearing be
increased.

Media and cultural programs be designed and implemented with the
aim of strengthening the Islamic-Iranian identity of the family.
Supervisory mechanisms be established to continuously evaluate
the realization of these policies.

Key Words: The transcendent family, general family policies, the desired
model, Ayatollah Khamenei.
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