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Abstract

The radical transformation of the human shakilah—from the rigidity of the Age of
Ignorance to the dynamism of monotheism—is one of the most complex yet
successful projects of anthropology in Islamic history. Examining its mechanisms
constitutes a missing link in contemporary identity studies. Whereas most existing
research takes a static approach, merely describing the components of religious
identity, this study moves beyond that level. Drawing on the Qur’anic concept of
shakilah and Ayatollah Khamenei’s system of thought, it seeks to uncover the logic
and process model of identity formation in the Prophetic tradition. Employing a
descriptive-analytical method, the study shows that, in the Prophetic formation of
identity, faith is not an abstract mental belief but a “generative” and “commitment-
engendering” reality, internalized in the human being through a dynamic, educator-
centered framework. The findings indicate that, to transform the personality
structure of people shaped by the Age of Ignorance, the Prophet employed five
developmental processes in a cyclical manner: first, “reasoning and awakening,” to
create an epistemic break with blind imitation; second, “sincerity and truthfulness,”
to integrate the personality and overcome hypocrisy; third, “faith-based
commitment,” to turn knowledge into an embodied possession and consolidate
identity through practice; fourth, “insight,” to define the boundaries between camps
and preserve independence from the other; and fifth, “God-consciousness” (taqwa),
as an internal immune system for ongoing protection and growth. Accordingly, in
Ayatollah Khamenei’s interpretation, religious identity is a ‘“comprehensive
blueprint for life,” whose preservation depends on passing through the path of
“striving” and being equipped with a “resistant God-consciousness” to withstand
cultural assimilation.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In the contemporary world, the issue of "identity" has become one of the
most pivotal arenas of cultural and civilizational confrontation. Islamic
societies face a systematic and multi-layered invasion aimed at weakening,
transforming, and replacing authentic Islamic identity with secular and
Western paradigms. In such critical circumstances, recognizing and reviving
religious identity is not merely a cultural choice but a strategic necessity for
the survival, dignity, and progress of the Islamic Ummah. This fundamental
concern occupies a central and prominent place in the intellectual system
and social thought of Ayatollah Khamenei. From his perspective, Islamic
identity is not just a sense of historical or ritual belonging, but the
foundation of "independence, authority, and resistance" against the system
of domination. By drawing a clear boundary between "faith identity"
(Huwiyyat-e Imani) and "Taghut identity" (Huwiyyat-e Taghut), he
emphasizes that for the Islamic Ummah to avoid dissolving into the global
cultural digestion, it requires a robust and impenetrable character structure
(Shakilah).

Despite the vital importance of this subject, the main challenge in theory
and practice is the lack of operational and process-oriented models for
engineering and forming this identity. Existing research literature has
predominantly focused on a static and descriptive enumeration of the
structural components of identity (such as beliefs, values, and symbols),
neglecting to explain the precise mechanism of "becoming" and how the
psychological and social structure of a human being transforms from a state
of Jahiliyyah (ignorance) to a monotheistic state (Tawhid). This theoretical
gap makes it inevitable to return to the original source, namely the "Sira of
the Prophet (PBUH),” as the most successful and authentic historical
experience in changing human character. The Prophetic mission was, in
essence, a grand project of "identity engineering" that transformed
individuals with disintegrated personalities into civilization-building agents
within a context rife with moral decay and intellectual stagnation. Inspired
by contemporary strategic concerns and based on the Quranic concept of
"Shakilah," this research attempts to reconstruct the historical and
educational logic of this massive transformation and provide a process
model for identity formation.

Research Questions

This research aims to fill the gap in identity studies and offer an applied
model based on the Prophetic Sira by answering the following key
questions:



e Main Question: What is the process model of religious identity
formation and transformation in the Sira of the Prophet (PBUH)
based on the thought system of Ayatollah Khamenei?

e Sub-questions:

1. What are the structural components of religious identity (the
"what") in Islamic thought and Ayatollah Khamenei's reading?

2. What were the characteristics of human identity in the era of
Jahiliyyah (the Jahili structure), and what was the necessity of the
Prophet's mission to change it?

3. What processes and educational mechanisms (the "how") did
the Prophet (PBUH) use to transition from Jahili identity to
Tawhidi identity?

4. What is the role of key elements such as "Basirah™ (insight)
and "Tagwa" (piety) in the preservation and sustainability of
religious identity in this model?

Methodology

This research is fundamental-applied in terms of purpose and "descriptive-
analytical" in terms of nature and method. The documentary and library
method was used for data collection. The statistical population of the
research includes the Holy Quran, authentic texts of the Sira and history of
early Islam (such as Nahj al-Balagha, Sira of Ibn Hisham, and Bihar al-
Anwar), and the collection of statements, speeches, and writings of
Ayatollah Khamenei (especially the book "Outline of Islamic Thought in
the Quran" and his exegeses).

In the analysis process, key terms such as "ldentity," "Shakilah," and "Sira"
were first analyzed using a conceptual approach, and the conceptual
framework of the research was developed based on the "Structural-Process
Identity” model (inspired by the research of Noori et al. and adapted to the
Leader's views). Then, using qualitative content analysis, historical and
interpretative propositions related to the Prophet's educational performance
in Mecca and Medina were extracted and categorized under five process
categories (Intellection, Coherence, Commitment, Insight, and Piety). An
attempt has been made to deduce a coherent model capable of
generalization by oscillating between theoretical foundations (the Leader's
thought) and historical evidence (the Sira).

Results and Discussion

The findings of this research show that religious identity in the logic of the
Prophetic Sira and Ayatollah Khamenei's thought is not a static structure but
a dynamic, "generative," and "commitment-imposing" reality. Based on data



analysis, the process of identity engineering by the Prophet (PBUH) was
organized through five evolutionary and intertwined stages:

A) Cognitive Rupture through Intellection and Awakening:
The Prophet's first step was to deliver a cognitive shock to the "Jahili
structure." By activating the faculty of thought and raising fundamental
questions (such as criticizing blind imitation of ancestors), he
demolished the polytheistic cognitive infrastructure. At this stage,
Tawhid was replaced not as an abstract concept but as a "worldview"
that removes humans from the guardianship of idols and Taghut.
Findings indicate that without this "resurrection of thought" and
intellection, accepting the heavy burden of monotheistic identity was
impossible.

B) Internal Coherence Centered on Sincerity (Ikhlas) and Truthfulness
(Sidq):

After cognitive awakening, the main challenge was eliminating
fragmentation and hypocrisy (the gap between belief and action). The
Prophet (PBUH), emphasizing "Sincerity" (Tawhid in intention) and
"Truthfulness" (Tawhid in action) and presenting his own practical
model as the "Good Example" (Uswah Hasanah), outlined an
integrated personality. In this model, true faith is one that overflows
into the limbs and creates complete conformity between the believer's
words and deeds.

C) Identity  Stabilization  through  Faithful ~ Commitment:
The transition from "knowing" to "having" occurs at this stage.
Findings suggest that the faith identity of the companions was
stabilized amidst events and torture through the process of
"commitment and practical adherence.” In the Leader's reading, faith is
intertwined with responsibility. The resistance of the Prophet's
companions was the product of transforming mental beliefs into "stable
traits” (like perseverance) in their character, elevating life goals from
fleeting materialism to Divine Pleasure (Ridwan Allah).

D) Identity Demarcation with the Weapon of Insight (Basirah):
As conditions became more complex with the danger of mixing truth
and falsehood, the Prophet (PBUH) activated the process of "Insight.”
In this model, insight acts as a compass for identifying the front and
"knowing the enemy." This process aligned the emotional system of
believers based on "Wilayah" (Tawalla and Tabarra) and guaranteed
the independence of Islamic identity against cultural assimilation by
creating a transparent demarcation with the front of disbelief and
hypocrisy.

E) Continuous Protection and Transcendence with the Mechanism of
Piety (Tagwa): The final link involves installing an internal immune



system, or "Tagwa." In the Leader's thought, Tagwa does not mean
isolation but "avoidance with movement” and constant vigilance on a
slippery field. This process vaccinates the individual's character against
internal pests (such as pride and worldliness) and provides the ground
for permanent growth and transcendence.

Conclusion

The deep analysis of the identity formation process in the Prophetic Sira
through the lens of Ayatollah Khamenei's thought system reveals a "precise
educational engineering” that, beyond historical events, contains a
replicable model for various eras. This research concluded that:

1. Religious identity in Islam is not hereditary or inculcated but is an
"acquired character structure” (Shakilah) formed through the dynamic
interaction of cognition, tendency, and action.

2. True faith in this model has an "active™ and "responsible" nature. The
extracted model proves that religious identity remains stable only when
mental beliefs are transformed into "practical commitments."

3. The role of the "Mentor" and connection to "Wilayah" in the formation
of this identity is central and unique; because the Mentor, with his own
ignited being, awakens others.

4. To preserve Islamic identity in the contemporary era, focusing solely on
cognitive education is insufficient; instead, investment must be made in
"insight-enhancing" processes (for external demarcation) and "piety-
centered" processes (for internal care). This research suggests that
educational institutions should set the model of the "Insightful
Committed Believer" as the desired output of their identity-building
system.

Key Words: Religious identity; Prophetic tradition; Identity-formation
process; The General Framework of Islamic Thought; Ayatollah Khamenei.
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- Simpson, J. A. & Weiner, E. S. C. (2010). The Oxford English Dictionary, 2nd
ed. Oxford, Clarendon.
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